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concentration and organization of the tropical cyclone’s small CDO began to fluctuate. Increasing
vertical shear and interaction with the mountainous island of Taiwan led to Ellie’s demise and
subsequent dissipation over water in the Taiwan Strait on 19 August.

III. FORECAST PEIWORMANCE
The forecast aids, CLIM, CLIPER, AND HPAC, consistently called for recurvature (Figure 3-

11-3). Initially, the dynamic and statistical-dynamical aids also favored a northwestward track through
the subtropical ridge. As a result JTWC’S forecasts initially reflected a recurvature scenario.
Nevertheless Ellie moved south of the forecast break in the ridge and tracked to the west. Once the
typhoon passed this weak bifurcation point, the dynamic models adopted an under-the-ridge scenario.
Still, they sensed a weak ridge and, unable to account for the small size of the typhoon, continued to
indicate that Ellie’s track would gain latitude. In keeping with this dynamic guidance, JTWC’S
forecasts also provided predictions to the right of the verifying final best track. After the tropical
cyclone movti- southwest of OkinawZ and approximately 72 hours
aids began to sense the ridging over Asia and their track guidance
(Figure 3-11-4).

W. IMFACT

prior to dissipation, the dyn-%c
moved closer to the actual track

Although Ellie persisted for over a week, threatened Okinawz the southern Ryukyu Islands,
northern Taiwan and maritime interests along the way, no reports of significant damage or fatalities
were received.

Figure 3-11-2. A psxtially cloud ffled eye is visible as Ellie nesrs its msximum intensity in the northern Philippine Ses
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F@re 3-11-3. Climatological and statistical track guidance for
Ellie (clockwise horn top left} Climatology (CLIM), Half
Persistence And Climatology (HPAC), Climatology and
Persistence (CLIPER). These aids were consistently to the
rightof the verifying best track
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Figure 3-11-4. Objective guidance from the One-way
Tropical Cyclone Model (OTCM) , FNOC Beta and
Advection Model (FBAM) , and the Colorado State
Univ~ity Model (CSUhf) correctly indicates westward to
southwestward tracks after 160600Z as Ellie passed to the
southwest of Okinawa


